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- "Infletion ‘
We learned that an|index o costs 15 lceot in Leo

cans, The African|index in aot nubli ;“uvd 'T‘hf. B ‘ropean inde*-c 1s quitve \mrealistlc;
it 15 hused on o family of three buut a car, ana’ with two bi yeles, with no frigie-
. daire and with a héavv starch um* ‘“Jhr' index six mcuths mgo (May 1952) was 290 (on
_ the basis of 100 in 1935), and ismv at 300.| So inflation is bad. The Governor

. Genesral and the (.omcil raecommended rm‘at nrice control be 1nuhgdrated, but Brussels

turned the v*ecozmm_r:du.tio'l down, which'! was proba‘bly in line with thelr laissez-falre \

l .N:Lllc for Europems and for Afri-

approach, The American Consul likened| the boom here o [the Barba.ry Coast: a real
free-for-all.,

The Export-Import 3ank made a
‘building. \

lloan a yea.xw |8go ?f 5 million t‘or rond

i

|

e e | |

‘ food is not, 5 cheap as 1t seems \

Bt first; egps are Often rotten, - L T T l\

‘ |
MThe censular oy t:c&a‘ a {inua nsing 1ocrL1 ly produce
Tavrots very, 'w!nall, etell A lot ozen foods are
used. ] :

[

i

"Portupuese

The Portuguese are spparently more :q,gre 1ve\busin 6 D&O'ch than are the orhers'
there are a lot of them here. They get )along iwell yith the Belgia.ns, but they are not
accented socinlly. (‘I‘hey are hetier 1\;17 to stand. the cLLmate t.kum the Belgians, and
stay rn aveyraye of

3EVen years velors: :ging home. 9 ¥ Belgla:xs go home six months out
O every three yRaArs, aend feel

that this 13 '1o‘r. oftén enough. lAprarently there are \

wor: Flomish Belgiens here than there sre F‘rench - roba.bly a lot more vigorou.a. \
|

I
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MThe C-tholx }mr.,n[hn' bean airly vocal nbo}lt dema.nd.ing rig,:'ltu for natives.’ They

[he L,}"LLI\, L, We Suppas J vant to otay here even af‘tel tne‘Bvlgia.m‘z leave. Both; Prot-

estant and Catholic dchools gei. subsidies fror \the S a.te which \n‘e supposedly eq
|

“Lubor Unions and Conditions \ ! \ \ | i

Luabor unions follow the pattern of wnions in Belgium i.tself, zmd e.re A part of. +the
Belginn Unmion: Iodiihiion wemerais an Iravaillers au Belgique in the Socialist von;
tbhe other union is Confederation Socinl du T‘edcmrioz Con.;o. 'l‘hesg ElJ‘t_ confined: mostly :
3:0 EBuropean workers. \'L‘he nativa% unions ‘\nre lLvnu.e.d to "study g,rours Laws control !
the modes of employment for both Euwroneen end na‘civr-. ' "‘he‘ Governmcnt would prefer to
(. I
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P vwork by decree than through collective bargaining. Salaries of natives helre' now
I about 1500 francs a month, ac against a pre:vious 5C0 francs e month. Thig| is beld
i to be unfortunate, because the boys are getting spoiled =nd make demands. For inst
i Mr. (fau) Mallon, the Consul General, had to, give his boy af bleycle in order to keep
| him., The use of labor is conspicuou)sly better here than 1t was in the eagt. Here

u:ae wheelbarrows, cement mixers, etc. All work it done by hand in the ead?q

‘ | ‘ ;

6. "Belgian Policy ' . 1 ‘ L
i lon stated that the Belgians have ths natives under rretty strict control. Natives
il must be in their villages by a certain hour|in the evening) or be given a.Tlaiueq' I
Ak ragser to permit them to go in late. Mellon geve his boys|some old underwéar the other ||
day, and they were arrested for stealing because he did not give them e pass, Nu.!ti'_na o
; ere nov permitted. to drink European beer. It 1s hoped that this will ntox&lthem om
i bgawins theis own alcoholic beverages. l" ' : H}

‘ : : | ‘ I -
! Te 'With regard to the fevolues!' (evolved xw.tivqa), there are many Africans who call F“em~ ! j
i solves this, but the stage varies greatly for them. Mallon' thinks about l.fqrex'cbg-,f{ i
A of the native population of Leopoldville have cartes 4timmatriculation, { Bolg.m .
e promote the natives to fer higher technical [positions than |do the Rhodesians. Natives |
v here 0 elsctrical and mechaniecal work, etc., Jobs which would be reserved |for Euroe i |
i reans in the Rh~dosias. ‘ || ‘ 1 §
: | ‘ ‘ ‘ : ‘ | .
Sl 8, "The prosent Governor keeps entirely to himqelt. His wife {is not here, and he 00 |
Pl aot entortain., He will not accept invitations to private homes ) O Acceprt1 j!.x_:vita‘b‘i
O to funstions except on a national holiday. He thinks that thore is much more tallk | |
| abgut gotting out on the part of the Belgians then thoers was before World War II.|||
' 9e 'gmgg‘ rts = Exports, 1952 ‘
1 ‘ .
Exports from the Belglan Congo/First Six Months 1952
: Commodity ‘ Value gBelEm ..'.z'n.nclz s
dEh ‘ Copper »009, S
E ! P’lm Prodt : 1'271'122‘ H !
R Cotton 958,358 H1 ’
Ol Tin and ore . 890,363 R ‘
Cobalt 732,390 ; HE | ;
i Coffae 593,727 - 0o :
! Ind. diamon ‘ 395,589 ; SR ;
; Gold ‘ 1 66, 34k ‘ ; SRt ‘ :
i All othors S 5 ,;12 ) ; oy o f
i 3 ] ’ . ‘ ; i! . |
5 | : e f
Country of Degtination Value :
| BoTglium 5,639,762 ;
us | 999,308 .
UK | 880,072 ;
? France : 533,470 |
Ll Lobito-Boira 387,57 . i
CL Germany ‘ 372,545
anlr South Africa éag, 212 !
i All others ok, 625 5
L ‘ 9:555: ?51 i
! Imporvs iato Belglon Congo = First Six Months 1952 , |
Comiodit Value (Belgian francs) f
b Wechinery 1,975,119 ~
[ s Veh;clea 196“7) 356 i H
H Metal Mfgr. 1,169,061 : bl 5
E Textiles . 1,002,815 ‘ : : S | s
E Pstyocjoun Irod. : ’4]?:3 ,g'aé‘ ; - P i
1 All|others 3,740, i : !
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Country 'of wOi‘igin Value
Belgium 147}, 3,61'2',226
us ol 2,516,630
UKk 704,601
Japan i : 358,922
- Germany 11 ; 358,701
South mrmc; 3hli;160
France 317,418
otherasits S18,20
All otﬁeyr b3 f
iR 9 355 200
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1.ne th.ere has beern an unravorable import e
to the heavy mport o:t sood.n for the ton-yaar
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